
Medical Student Diversity Pipeline 
Program in Radiology and Imaging 
Sciences



• Black radiologists are significantly underrepresented in the workforce (2%)

• HBSOM focus on providing care to underserved and under-resourced areas of the US

• All radiology residencies at HBSOM have closed ( est. 1945-1972, all closed by 2004)

• Reasons for closure were multifactorial

• Loss of these residency programs contribute to Black radiologist underrepresentation

• Opportunity for other radiology residencies to step up, help fill the gap



Tina Chatterjee, Meharry Medical College, now a 
radiology resident at Mount Auburn Hospital, 
Cambridge, MA

• Not decided about her medical career, 
father was a radiologist in India, currently 
an ultrasound technologist in Canada

• ACR PIER program 2020, Dr. Andrea Birch 
co-mentor – “the lightbulb turned on and 
burned brightly!”

• Co-leader and co-moderator, ACR Medical 
Student Symposium 2021 and 2022

• Publications: ACR Case in Point, ACR The 
Voice of Radiology Blog, Academic 
Radiology 2021, JACR 2022



Dr. Agarwal’s presentation to Indiana 
Radiological Society in Fall 2021:

• “Currently, Meharry students have to rely on the single radiology 

teaching faculty at Meharry and on Vanderbilt University Dept. of 

Radiology.  There are no radiology rotations.

• As such, we have lost one important part of the pipeline for female 

and URM individuals to enter radiology. Other radiology training 

institutions, such as IU, need to become more actively involved in 

exposing female and URiM medical students to radiology.”



First Cohort 2022



Meharry Medical School 
Rising MS2 Visiting Summer Research Program

• Collaboration
• IMPRS Program – Co-directors:
Dr. Atul Agarwal & Dr. Rupa Radhakrishnan
• Dept. of Radiology – funding 1 student
• Indiana Radiological Society – funding 1 student
• Tennessee Radiological Society – NMA conference travel

• IU SOM Radiology IMPRS Program (IU Med Student 
Program for Research & Scholarship) – 10 weeks
• Research mentors & summer project
• Summer-long didactics/workshops about medical research
• Poster presentation

• DEIJ Committee, Dept. Of Radiology
• Campus housing & living stipend
• Career exposure, shadowing radiologists/trainees
• Volunteer opportunities: high school, middle school
• Department social events

• NMA conference & oral presentation
Vanessa Okechuku John Attia



2022 Research 
Mentors:

Dr. Nicholas 
Koontz

Dr. Mesha 
Martinez



Radiology shadowing & dept. social events



IU IMPRS 
Poster 
Presentation &
NMA 2022 
Radiology and 
Radiation 
Oncology 
Section

James Collins, MD Medical 
Student, Resident and Fellow 
Symposium, Third Prize







Second Cohort 2023



Incoming Visiting Meharry Scholars 2023

Latifah Henry, MS1 Dasanae Davis, MS1

Mentor: Dr. Jerry Kovoor,
Interventional Radiology

Mentor: Dr. Meichen Yu, 
Imaging Sciences



WIR welcome for Meharry medical students 
May 23, 2023



Meharry Students 2023

Indiana Fever game June 11
Volunteering with IU Health Rising Junior 
Internship students – Heylin and Geanika



Volunteering with WIR for Eureka! Girls Inc. 
Radiology Workshop



Dinner with IU Radiology SIG



Breast imaging biopsy workshop



IMPRS Poster 
Session July 27, 

2023







Third Cohort 2024



2024 Meharry Summer Research Interns with the IU Radiology IMPRS program

Kofi Boahene, MS 1

Research mentor Dr. Meichen Yu

Jasmine Clark, MS 1

Research mentor Dr. Vivek Halappa



Welcome lunch for IU and Meharry IMPRS Students



Jasmine Clark, volunteering for our IU WIR Dr. 
Lauren Ladd, lead organizer, for Girls Inc. 
Radiology Workshop



WIR volunteering for Girls Inc. Eureka! 2024
Career Talks: Jasmine Clark talks about Medical 
School



Dinner out with our IU Black Radiology 
Interest Group resident- mentors



Brunch with IU Radiology Student Interest Group, 
with Ethel Okonjo, DEIJ Chair of IU Rad SIG



Poster Presentations 2024









Fourth Cohort 2025 

Opening up to all URiM students





Thank you, IRS, 
for co-sponsoring 

the students!
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